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“There is Art to Medicine” 

Glass Artwork for Lobby Wall

Dixie State College - Health Sciences Facility 

St. George, Utah

PROPOSAL BY

J. KENNETH LEAP 

Architectural Glass Designer
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I will remember there is art to medicine 

as well as science,

and that warmth, sympathy and understanding 

may outweigh the surgeon’s knife 

or the chemist’s drug.

Excerpt from the physician’s oath
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STATEMENT OF INTENT

This proposal is for a wall mounted glass artwork consisting of edge lit panels for the Lobby of the Dixie College Health Sciences Building. The subject matter communicates the theme of the path of the student and seeks to make reference to the use of the building as a center of medical learning.

PHYSCIAL DESCRIPTION OF THE ARTWORK

A railing system will be used to mount 8 panels of glass to the wall. Each panel will consist of two sheets of 10mm plate glass approximately 3’ wide by 5’ high. The panels will be mounted in the frame with a small space between the front and back sheet. This will provide the Artist with 4 surfaces, which can be treated with imagery to create a layered composition. The panels will be captured by the frame only at the top and bottom edges. The exposed vertical edges of the panels will be finished for safety and align forming a horizontal compositional plane approximately 24’ wide and 5’ high. The proportions of these individual panels and the height of the mounting rails were adapted from the proportions of the window grid mounted in the adjoining wall of the lobby space. In this way the viewer should sense a proportional relationship to the surrounding architecture. The panels will be mounted so that the horizontal center of the compositional plane will be at the viewer’s eye level.

LIGHTING AND MOUNTING SYSTEMS

All mounting hardware will be included. The Artist will supply technical specifications of the mounting system, including the weight of the panels, and the Client will prepare the wall surface to receive the artwork. The mounting rails will include a low voltage LED lighting system. The front and back glass panels will be edge lit from top and bottom. Compositional elements of the design will be incised into the glass by sand carving and will be highlighted by this lighting system. The sheets of glass will also include enameled surfaces, which will need to be illuminated from the front surface. The building plans show recessed fluorescent overhead lights planned to down wash this wall of the lobby. The Artist would recommend substituting a trough mounted floodlight system with adjustable halogen heads, which can be focused to highlight the surface painting of the artwork. The Artist will make recommendations, but overhead lighting system and its installation is not included in the scope of this proposal. The Artist will supply technical specifications for the LED system and the Client will provide the appropriate electrical connections.

THEMATIC DESCRIPTION OF THE ARTWORK – There is Art to Medicine

The composition unfolds from right to left. In the background is a face of a young woman in the dark. Aligned with her eye is the image of a classical drawing of a bust of Aristotle to symbolize the educational path. Three lines begin here and meander through the composition along a horizontal blue band that spans the panels. The three lines represent the journey of students on educational tracts; each is slightly different. 

The journey begins with a key that is lit by the lamp of knowledge. Along the way various diagrams from medical texts are encountered*. Toward the middle of the composition these images are more densely packed, indicating the complexity of learning required. The student has to go deep into the material, symbolized by the large spiral. At this point a large anatomical drawing is encountered. This human figure is turned inward, toward the face of the young woman. There is a visual connection between these two figures as the pathway unites them. The anatomical figure represents the universal patient, which the student will someday encounter. 

At randomly spaced intervals there are small horizontal bands of light indicating acceleration and forward momentum. Beyond the large figure the pathway leads to a place of calm. There is a single transcendent moment illustrated by the image of a newborn child grasping the hand of an adult. This is a symbol of compassion and represents the absolute trust the patient places in the caregiver. 

Her studies complete, empathy for the patient achieved, the student receives her certification depicted by the medical symbol of the Caduses. Encircled by a stylized sun, the image makes reference to the Dixie College slogan “The Best Education under the Sun”. Beneath this image is inscribed an excerpt from the Physicians Oath:

I will remember there is art to medicine as well as science,

And that warmth, sympathy and understanding 

May outweigh the surgeon’s knife or the chemist’s drug.

Beyond this, the three pathways turn upward and transform into the image of a white dove, a universal symbol of the spirit, peace and freedom. The dove is poised in flight, turned in the direction of a large window in the adjoining wall of the lobby, symbolically leading out to the world. 

The passage of time and milestones on the journey are represented by red rock cliffs ,which are reminiscent of the landscape of the region. Ultimately, in the background are large fluid forms, which symbolize healing water, an element essential to life and precious in the desert.
*If awarded this commission, I would like to solicit suggestions and contributions from the faculty of the various medical programs, which will be housed in the Health Services Facility. I can envision using diagrams and illustrations, which the students may encounter in the classroom, to tailor this artwork even more specifically to the community at Dixie College.

SAFETY & TECHNICAL DEFINITIONS

All exposed edges of the Artwork will have seamed edges. The plate glass panels will be strengthened by heat-treating (tempering). Experimentation time in the studio will lead to the production of samples, which the artist can submit should the Committee wish the Artist to demonstrate appropriateness of any technique regarding safety concerns.

ENAMELED FLOAT GLASS - Panels fabricated, using this technique, are created from 10mm sheets of plate glass. Glass with a low-iron formula is used because it reduces the characteristic green cast that appears in thick sheets of glass, which is especially noticeable in installations showing exposed edges. 

The imagery in the design is hand painted with glass-based enamels. Transparent and opaque enamels are used in accordance with the Artist’s prepared renderings. These pigments are permanently bonded to the glass surface by firing in a kiln to 625 degrees C. The color is created from metallic oxides and glass frit and is not susceptible to fading or damage by exposure to UV light. Panels created in this manner can be surface cleaned with a soft cloth using a non-abrasive, non-acidic cleaner. The glass panels will also be carved by sandblasting to create incised imagery, which will be illuminated by the edge lighting system.

MAINTENANCE & WARRANTY

The artwork is fully insured during transit and guaranteed to be free from technical defects. Once installed, the artwork should require no maintenance beyond periodic dusting and the removal of fingerprints. The edge lighting system uses low voltage technology. LED lights have a 50,000-hour life - approximately 12 hours per day for 11 years. All pigments are light fast. 
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